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HISTORY of the late WAR in AMERICA. 


From the Bartisn ANNUAL ReoistTeR, for 1779. 


N the day preceding the depar- 
O ture of the Britith fleet from Portf- 


mouth, the French fleet failed from 
Brett, amounting to 32 fail of the line, 
aud a cloud of frigates. They were di- 
vided in three fquadrons or divitions, the 
whole being under the command of the 
Count d’Orvilliers, who was aflifted in 
his own particular divifion, by Admiral 
the Count de Guichen. The fecond 
was commanded by the Count Duchaf- 
fault, affifted by M. de Rochechovart ; 
and the third by the Duke of Chartres, 
(prince of the blood) who was feconded 
by AdmiraPthe,Ceent de Graffe. .M. 
de la Motte Piquet, although an admi- 
ral, aéted as firft captain in the Duke of 
Chartres’ hip. Ontheirdeparture from 
Breft, the Lively frigate, which had 
been fentto watch their motions, got fo 
involved among them that fhe could 
not pofitbly eicape, and was accordingly 


en. 

The Englifh fleet was likewife thrown 
into three divifions ; the van being com- 
manded by Sir Robert Harland, Vice 
Admiral of the Red; and the rear by 
Sir Hugh Pallifer, Vice Admiral of the 
Blue. The commander in chief was 
«lifted by the voluntary fervices of Rear 
Admiral Campbell, a brave and expe- 
nenced officer, who from ancient friend - 
hip, and a long participation of danger 

nded to a& as firit 
captainin his own fhip the Victory. 

The two fleets came in fight of each 

ther on the afternoon of the 23d of Ju- 
by. It appears from the movements and 
onduét, both then and after, of the 
French admiral, that he had no know- 
ledge of theinereafe of Mr. Keppel’s 
trength, at their firft meeting ; but con- 
dered his fleet as being {till in about 
he fame ftate as to number, in which it 
ad been at the time of quitting its fta- 
ton before Breft. Under this impref- 


fion, he feemed difpofed for bringing on 
an immediate engagement; but as foon 
as the fleets had approached fo near, as 
pretty well to difcover each others force, 
he feemed evidently to relinquifh that 
determination, and continued afterwards 
to evade with great caution and know- 
ledge in his profeffion, all thofe endea- 
vours which were conitantly ufed on the 
other fide to bring on an aétion. 

As night was near, and that general 
aétions by fea are always to” be avoided 
at that feafon, the Britith admiral only 
brought the fleet to, im a line of battle, 
leaving the option of attack to the ene- 
my. A freth gale, and a change of 
wind in the night, made fome confider- 
able alteration in the relative fituation 
of the oppofed fleets. ‘The French had 
now gained the weather gage, which 
afforded them the great advantage, of 
either bringing on an action, nearly in 
the time and manner they liked, or of 
avoiding it totelly. Twoof their line 
of battle thips had, however, fallen con- 
fiderably in the night to leeward ; and 
the admiral nowefeeing that they ftudi- 
oufly afeoided. an engagement, and be- 
ing femfible of the difficulty of forcing 
them to that decifion, while the wind 
held in its prefent ftate, determined if 
poflible to profit of this feparation, and 
to seduce his opponent to the alterna 
tivapof gither facrificing two of his ca- 
pital ihipsy@r of hazarding a general ac- 
tion, : 

The French ¢ommander chofe to fub. 
mit to the rifqmé_of the former. Al- 
though thé two fhips were not taken, 
they were fo effeftually cut off from the 
reft of the fleet, that they were never a- 
ble to rejoin them during the rematider 
of the cruize; and another (hip, which 
had fuftained fome damage during the 
night in the gale, was expofed to fuch 
imminent danger of being taken, 28 to 
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owe her efcape merely to a fudden fhift 
of the wind. By the cutting off of the 
two former. veffels, the hoftile fleets 
were placed upon an equality in pomt 
of number, with refpeét to line of battle 


fhips. ; 

For four fucceffive days, the fleet con- 
tinued conftantly to beat up again& the 
wind in purfuit of the enemy ; who 
might have chofen any hour of that time 
to have come to a general engagement. 
This flacknefs with refpeét to actign, is 
not, however, to be attributed to any 
want of fpirit in Monf. D’Orvilliers, 
the gallantry of that officet#be unquett- 
ioned ; but the motives which operated 
on both commanders, were as totally 
different as theireonduct. Mr, Keppel 
had the trongeit and moft urgept rea- 
fons, for prefling on an engagement with 
the greateft poflible expedition ; and the 
fame reafons operated, though in a lef- 
fer degree, upon his adverfary, to ab- 
ftain from that finaliffue. The greatett 
bodies of the Britith trade were then on 
their return home. T'wo Eait India, and 
two Weft India ficets, of immenfe value, 
were hourly expected. The French 
fleet, from their order of failing, and 
the number of their frigates, fpread over 
fo vait an extent of ocean, ,that Mr. 
Keppel found it neceflary to warn the 
admiralty in his letters, of the una- 
voidable danger to which any fhips that 
attempted to join him would thereby be 
expofed. ~As the Britith fleet cut off 
that of France from their own ports; fo 
the fleet of France was (préad athwart 
that courfe, which our homeward trade 
was likely to hold ; and from the fitua- 
tion of both fleets, and the ftate of the 
wind, might have taken’ them in the 
Britifh admiral’s fight, without a poffi- 
bility of his preventing it, 

Nor was this ftate of things rendered 
éefs irkfome, nor the appreherifions re- 
fulting from it qualified, by any well 
founded confidence that it might not-be 
of Jong continuance. Onthe contrary, 
our own navabhiftories record.an exam- 
ple in the reign of King William, when 
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OVE all; truft a few; 
“ig Do wrong to none ; be able for thine 
enemy 
Rather in powerthan ule; and keep thy friend 
Under thy own life's key: Be check’d for 
filence 
But never taxed for /precb, 


. toa 


the celebrated Admiral Riiffel was of. 
liged to undergo for two months the 
mortification, of being almoft in the dai. 
ly view of the French fleet, without hip 
being able in all that time to bring them 


ion. © The admiral had alfo ang. 
ther motive for his anxiety to bring on 
an engagement upon any terms what. 
ver. This motive was. founded in his 
inftructions. For although he did no 
for prudential reafons think fit to pro. 
duce them on his trial, he made no feru. 
le of declaring freely to the court, that 
his inftruétions went dire€tly and abfo. 
lutely to that point of fighting theenemy, 
In this purtuit of the French fleet, the 
preferving of a regular line of battle, 
with any hope of bringing them to a&ion, 
was evidently impraéticable. ‘That fig. 
nal was according!y hauled down from 
the 23d, and that for chacing to wind. 
ward kept conitantly flying. In this 
meafure, the admiral was fupported, 
not only by his own judgment, but by 
the practical example of fome of th 
reateft names who had ever fup 
or eftablithed the honour of the Britif 
flag. But the meafure was of a natur, 
which rendered all precedent unneceff 
ry for its juftification. The affidtoy 
and continual endeavours of the Frend 
admiral to avoid an engagement, afford. 
ed full caufe for apprehending that 
expected a reinforcement, and. that, is. 
dependent of all other motives, would 
have been fufficient fer ufing evey 
means to bring it{uddenly on. By aé- 
hering toa line of battle, the Frend 
fleet would have been evidently outd 
fight in avery thort time, and the pr 
bable confequence would have been, i 
ther the lofs of our foreign convoys,« 
infult to the coalt of England. Tk 
admiral accordingly continued the chao 
without intermiffion, keeping his fet 
at the fame time as much colle&ed, # 
the nature of a purfuit would admit d, 
in order to feize the firit opportuni 
which a change of wind might affe 
of bringing the enemy to a clofe andés 
cifive ation, [Yo be continued.) 
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Precepts again® ill fortune. 

You were us'd 

To fay, extremity was the trier of fpirits; 

That common chances commion men © 
bear ; 

That when the fea was calm, all boats ali 

Shew'd maheribip ig floating. Fortune's bl 
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When moft ftruck home, being gently warded, 
craves 

Anoble cunning. You were us'd to load me 

With precepts, that would make invincible 

The heart that conn’d them. 

A father's advice to bis fon going to travel. 

owee-—Give thy thoughts no tongue, 

Nor any unpropertion’d thought his ad : 

Be thou familiar, but by no means vulgar ; 

The friends thou haft and their adoption try’d, 

Grapple them to thy foul with hooks of fteel : 

But do not dull thy palm with entertainment 

Of each new hatch’d, unfiedgd comrade. Be- 
ware 
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Of entrante to a quarrel ; but being in, 
Bear it, that the oppofed may beware of thee. 
Give every man thine ear, but few thy voiée ; 
Take each man’s cenfure, but referve thy 
judgment. 
Coftly thy habit as thy purfe can buy, 
But not exprets'd in fancy; rich, not gaudy ; 
For the apparel oft proclaims the man. 
Neithéra borrower nor a lender be ; 
For loan oft lofes both itfelf and friend ; 
Aad borrowing dulls the edge of hufbandry. 
This, above all, torbine own felf be true ; 
And it muf follow, as the night the day, 
Thou canft not then be faife to any man. 


s 


TEI We ae a 
DEBATES in the Houfe of Afembly of Couneficut, en'a TENDER ACT. 


State of Connecticut. 
Friday, May 25. 
R. Hopkins, at an early day of the 
fefion, moved for leave to bring ina 
bill for exempting the land of the inhabitants 
of this ftate from being fold for the payment 
of taxes. Leave being given, when the bill 
came before the houfe, many objetions were 
railed againft the form and provifions of the 
bill. Upon this, Mr. Hopkins moved for 
leave td take back the bill, and that a com- 
mittee might be appointed to draft a bill more 
agreeable to the fenfe of the hopfe. The 
motion was granted, a committee appointed, 
and anew bill brought in. The fubje& was 
debated at feveral times ; the principal ob- 
jections againtt it were, that it would greatly 
impede, and in many Cafes defeat, the collec- 
tion of taxes ; and that it would afford no 
fubttantial relief, becaufe the hardihip of be- 
jog imprifoned for taxes, is quité as great as 
that of having one’s land fold. When the 
bill was put to wote, fcarce a hand was lifted 
up in its favour. 
‘ Wednifday, May 30. 
Mr. Peter Bulkley of Colchetter, moved 
for leave to bring im a bill for a tendry act. 
Leave was given and the bili laid in. Upon 


its being propofed to have this bill confider- © 


ed at the fame time, with one which Mr. 
Gillet of Sharon, was to bring in for an e- 
miffion of paper money ; 

Col. Hinman withed to have this bill read 
now ; for, to have both read at once, would 
give fo greata fhock, that the houfe would 
not be able to bear it. 

Ma}. C. Phelps feconded the motion of 
having it read, and movéd that it might be 
affigned for confideration in the afternoon. 

Mr. Davenport mentioned that the bill 
had been long ig agitatien, and had been 
handed rownd to the members of the houle, 
fo that they were in general acquainted with 
it; he therefore moved the houfé to take it 
into confideration immediately. 

Mr. Taylor thought that, as the two bills 
were twins, th attempt ‘fhould be made to 
bring them both into the world at once; but 
he perceived they would be ftill born. 

Col. Wadfwerth hoped they might be fo 
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marked; thet the houfe would know them a- 
part. 

Mr. Davenport's motion being feconded 
by feveral gentlemen, and the motion for af- 
figning being withdrawn, the houfe proceeded 
to the confideration of the bill. 

Mr. Peter Bulkley faid that the bill ought 
to be treated ferioufly and not laughed out 
of the Houfe; that the ftates round us had 
made fuch laws to fecure their inhabitants ; 
that the people of thefe ftates could fill 
colledt their debts of us; that when aman 
offers up all to his creditors, it is wrong to 
imprifon him; that the bill ought to be 
fairly treated ; that, if there were miftakes 
in the bill, they ought to be altered; that 
people abroad did expe@ they fhould do 
fomething of this mature ; and that he wifh- 
ed the yeas and nays might be taken. 

Mt. #cbb was in favour of the bill; be- 
caufe it put it out of the power of creditors to 
tor.rent poor debtors. - 

Mr. Welton. Mr. Speaker, T rife with 
diffidence on the prefent {ubject. I am fen- 
fible I thal! have to meet ail the learning and 
eloquence of this houfe. Thefe will be a- 
gainit me; yet I propofe to launch out into 
an unbeaten road. J truft the importance 
of the fubjeét will lead the houfe to hear me 
with patience. I fhall confider this fubjeé 
in the fir place as it refpe€ts our conftitu- 
tion and laws; and fecondly, as it relates to 
the manners of the people. The great Le- 
giflator of the univerfe gave his ancient 
pedple not only a fyftem of moral law, but 
alfa of civil and political law. That plan 
of government was popular or democratical. 
Although the government was the inftitution 
of Cod himfelf; yet the continuance of it 
was to be by the people. For this purpofe 
an equal diftribution of property was necel- 
fary. Wemay as well chink to repeal the 
great laws of attraction and gravitation, as 
to think of continuing a popular government 
without a good degree of equality among the 
people asto their property. By thefe laws, 
eftablifhed by infinite wifdom, ufury was 
prohibited, and lands were to revert to their 
f@mer owners at the end of every fifty years. 
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When the people broke over thefe regula- 
tions, and added field to field, the prophets 
preached repentance ; they exhorted the peo- 
ple to undo the heavy burdens—to loofe the 
bands of the prifoner—to break every yoke 
—and to fet the oppreffed go free. Now 
let us take up our collecting laws, and fee 
whether they agree with thefe precepts. I 
need not diGtate tothe members of this houfe 
what thefe laws are; they are well known, 
The creditor wents to get judgment; judg- 
ment is given for him; and no notice is ta- 
ken of the manner in which the debt arofe ; 
whether from an honeft bargain, from ine- 
vitable providence, or from idlenefs and bad 
hufbandry. When execution comes “ 
the debtor is obliged to turn out his perfona 
eftate to be fold on execution. Men of 
teeling avoid the fale; it is to them a pain- 
ful fight. The goods are fold low ; part of 
the debt is collected ; and the coft is paid. 
‘The debtor is willing to turn out his other ef- 
tate at its juft value; but the creditor will 
not take it. The debtor muft be torn from 
his family and deareft friends, and carried to 
goal, there to be kept until he has paid the 
uttermott farthing. He mutt fell his lané. 
Avaricious men ftand round. They know 
the horrours of a prifon; and, that rather 
than bear them, a man will do any thing. 
The land muft be foid for very little; and 
then the debtor may fwear out of goal. If 
we would only diveft ourfelves of old preju- 
dices, we fhould fee the unreafonablenefs of 
thefe things. 

Iknow that arguments will be ufed on 


the other fide. They wil! fay that contracts, 


are facred, and muft not be violated; that 
credit is important, and muft be maintained. 
On the other hand, I fay, juftice and righ- 
teoufnefs without .goodnefs of heart are ty- 
sanny. But the beneficial effects of good- 
nefs and megcy are unlimited ; we all ftand 
in need of thefe. I have gone over fome 
of the arguments on this fubje@; I will 
proceed further; and confider the billin a 
retrofpective view. Its operating upon pat 
contraéts is the greateft objection againg it. 
But I would afk, what can a man do more 
than refign up all that he has ? The law of 
juttice and kindnefs requires no more, As 
to the operation of fuch a law upon future 
contraéts, I think it would be beneficial. 
It would put a check upon trading and liv- 
ing extravagantly. It would eftablifh pri- 
vate credit; becaufe aman mutt either pay 
down, or eftablifh a character of perform- 
ng his contraéts honourably. It would ef- 
tablith publick credit; becaufe publick ang 
private credit depend upon each other. 

Mr. Cleweland. One of the gentlemen 


who fpéke firit on the bill, withed it might | 


be treated ferioufly. I join with him in this 
with ; but upon ferious principles, F am a- 
gainttthe bill. Contracts are ferious things ; 
and moral honefty requires a f{pecifick per- 
formance of them, Let usconfider the cafe 


of two individuals, who enter intoa contrag,’ 
They know what their agreement is; 

know that the law enforces it; and eachof 
them voluntarily fubjeéts himfelf to the con. 
fequences of his inability to perform. It is 
true, there are difadvantoges in our prefent 
fyftem of always. Nor can we ever expe@ 
they will be perfec, fo long as human nature 
continues thefame. As to the idea ofan ¢. 
gual divifion of property, it never can be re. 
duced to pra€tice. We, however, come a 
near to it as can be expeéted. There is, 
free circulation of property ; when the own. 
er of an eftate dies, it is divided among hig 
children ; when the profufe and extravagant 
fpent their eftates, the induftrious acquire 
them. In this way and by fuch rucand, Thane 
is a fufficient equality among the people of 
this ftate. But this. bili would not anfwer 


many fuch purpofe. The ftate has no right to 


interfere with paft contracts ; and take away 
one man’s money, and give it to another, be» 
caufe he ftands in need of it. This bill 
would be attended with the difadvantage of 
raifing the prices of articles. Suppofea 
man has ftock which he would feil ; he does 
not know what property would be put off tw 
him in payment ; he muft demand a higher 
price. When that property is appraifed off 
to him in payment, if the appraifers mean to 
keep ftri€lly to the agreement, or if they an- 
dertake to arbitrate, it will produce nothing 
but confufion. As to the leffening of law 
fuits, this bili would be fo far from it, that 


it would increafe them. Thofe perfons 
who would feel the inconveniences of this » 


law, would contrive fome way to elude it, 
They would keep out of the way fo thata 
tender could not be made; or perhaps the 


tender would be made in the wrong place, | 


This would occafion a difpute. The caufe 
muft be tried in the county court, and then, 
if. large enough, in the fuperiour court, 
There would be the cof of attornies, wit- 
neffes, and fees. Further, this bill would 
deftroy private credit. Thofe who lend mo- 
mey are generally neither farm@rs nor tra« 
ders ; they are not in a capacity to take in 
the various articles which might be tendered 
tothem. They fee what difadvantages the law 
fubjects them to, and lock up their money in 
their chefts ; a free circulation of cath is ex 
ceedingly beneficial. Only one dollar con- 
ftantly circulated, would, in a thort time, 
pay off debts to the amount of an hundred 
pounds. But this bill would prevent the 
benefits of a free circulation ; it would put a 
ftop to all induftry ; it won'd be ruinous to 
the tate. There is no fu.’ ftimulus to ine 
duftry as what we commonly call a medium, 
which is hard moncy. 

Mr. Peter Buikiey (poke, and repeated 
much of what he had faid before ; which 
gave rife to a difCuffion relative to the rules 
of the houfe, 

Col. Seymours In confidering this fubje4, 
M:z. Speaker, it is of importance that the bill 
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be clearly underftood. I will attempt to dif- 
feminate the contents of it, fo as to make 
st intelligible, The firt claufe of the bill 
makes all real and perional e@ates receivable 
in payment of executions. If the debtor of- 
1s it in payment, it is to be appraifed off 
) ghe creditors, and all coileéting officers, 
ging theriffs, and tonftables, are to pro- 
sed accordingly. By the fecond claufe, a 
eoder of real or perfonal eftate thall ftop the 
ntereft on all contraéts. After the debtor 
4 made an inventory of ali his eftate, and 
ndered it to his creditors, he is not liable 
»imprifonment. Ali rates or taxes, whe- 
ber due to the fate, or town, fociety, dc. 
re excepted ; and the perfon who owes, is 
jable as heretofore. [I am ferioufly and con- 
ernedly oppofed to this bill. 

I conceive it, Mr. Speaker, to be fraught 
ith ruin. § highly refpe& that gentleman 
Mr. Welton) for the ingenuity and folema- 
ry, with which he treated this fubject. 
ut J do not defpair of convincing him, 
hat his fentiments are not right, and con- 
erting him to this fide of the queftion. If 
e hould not be convinced, I with him to rife 
i Kate his obje€tions. This bill I would 
onfider in a moral poiat of view : It relates 
p pat contra&ts, Can the members of this 
joule lay their hands upon their breafts, and 
by, that they will &ep in and nullify paft 


D 


Motracts. I cannot believe they will do it. 


f they Should, it would be, to ufe the words 
a great writer, a pia fraws. it would be 
mpious- J will not fellow the geat'eman 
bough the Jewith hiftesy. But when was 

law, which he mentions, promulgated ? 
jas it not while they were travelling through 
he wildernefs ? Jt was a law before they had 
ought or fold, oreven acquired their lands. 
twas a law at firft ; there: was notice that 
bere would be a Jubilee once in fifty years ; 
ud they contragted accordingly. Is not Mr. 
elton {mitten at this ? He muft be con- 
inced that the inftance from the Jewith law 
pes not yuftify ws in interfering with con- 
atts after they are made. This bill, Mr. 
peaker, would dry up every {pring of induf- 
by and common honefty. It would deftroy 
r commerce. Ig not our <ommerce now 
ecaying ? J would afk the farmers, what 
hali we do with the produce, when a'l nature 
b blooming around us ; and we have out cat- 

(as | faid the other day) upon a thoufand 
ll: ? What thall we do with the produce of 
ur farms, if the merchant is unable to re- 
tive it, Some are for difcouraging com- 
erce. Cutit all upsfay they. Is not the 
berchant the agent, the faétor, the fervant 

the farmer ? Let us fee the operation of 
pis bill, Suppofe that I owe Major Phelps 
large fum of money, and chat he has no 
um, but a ftore of goods. In t‘ve fall of 
‘year, when he cannot take them, I go, 
ad tender him a number of cattle and hortes. 
tis more juft to cut off at one ftroke one 
lf or three fourths of his debt. The 
righ uring ftatesy whe have tried fuch ats, 
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ave now under the clouds of ruin. New 
Hampbhire has made the trial. The inhabi- 
tants of that fate cannot now gain credit for 
the mallet aiticles with us. They are de- 
fpifed. Bufinels is flopped. Ruin follows 
the bill. I would rather caft my bread upon 
the waters, than make fuch a law as this. 
[dare not doit. It would deftroy like the 
devouring infeét. 

Major C. Phelps, It is an important 
maxim, that the legiflature thould not make 
laws, unlefs there be a peceffity for them. Jt 
is proper for us toenquire, what would be the 
operation of this bill ; whether it would do 
good or hurt ? One of the gentlemen fays, it 
would prevent law fuits. But 1 obferve, Mr. 
Speaker, that there is a blank left in this 
bill, for a certain number of years to be in- 
ferted ; it is to exift only for a limited time. 
It might prevent people from demanding 
their dues foratime. But it would be like 
daming up a ftream, which would caufe it to 
rife, and {well, and fweep all before it. This 
bili is unneceffary, The people in this ftate 
are not fo much crouded with fuits and exe- 
cutions now as they were in the year 1774. 
Hence I infer, they are not fo much in debt. 
It is mot then, from the inconftancy of re- 
publican governments, that fome are tor fuch 
an alteration. This bill would take away all 
confidence in dealing between man and man. 
We never can depend upon any thing, if pri- 
vate contrats are liable to be altered by the 
legiflature. It would encourage idlenefs and 
prodigality. My debtor may be carelefs and 
prodigal. This law would prevent my call- 
ing upon him until be had {pent the greater 
part of his eftate. Jt would take the whole 
to pay me, and he would be ruined. Where- 
asa more feafonable hint from his creditors 
would have awaked him from his idle dreams, 
and fhewn him the neceffity of paying his 
debts. This mifchief would likewife follow 
from the bill, that it wouid greatly increafe 
the coft of executions, Where the debt is 
fmall, the appraifers fees, recording the exe- 
tution, &c, would be more than the debt. 
Befides, moft people, who involve themfe! ves 
in debt, do it by their own careleffneis ; now 
if this afiembly fhould throw the burden from 
thefe negtigent perfons upon their indultrious 
creditors, the people would lofe al! confidence 
in the legiflature. 

Mr. Daverport. The tendency of laws 
fhould be to make the people virtuous and 
happy ; and tothis end they fhould be calcu- 
lated to make people induftrious. I agree 
with Col. Seymour, that this bill authoriies 
injuitice. The contraéts which are to be af- 
feéted by this pill, were made when the laws 
ftood as they are now ; and when there were 
as many complaints of the fcarcity of monty 
as there are at thistime. People contracted 
with their eyes opens Have then the Ie- 
giflature a right, when a man has promifed 
Giver and gold, to fay that the creditor fhall 
receive fomething elfe far inferiour in value. 
The debtor may live ia a remote part of the 
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fate, and the creditor may a5 well lofe his* 
debt at dace, as take it in articles appraifed 
far above their value, and which are ulelefs 
tohim. The aporehenfion of fuch a law as 
this has done great mifchief ; it has deftroy- 
edcredit. Credit might fupply the place of 
money. But while thofe, who have money, 
are apprehenfive left fuch alaw fhould be palf- 
ed, they never will lead. Much has been 
faid of the cruelty of creditors. “But ¢redit- 
ors in general are not cruel ; they have wait- 
ed upon their debtors, and are willing to wait. 
One of the gentiemén who firft (poke, intro- * 
duced the example of the Jéws, and their Jaw 
of dividing eftates. To this I anfwer, “that 
out laws are very provident in this re{pect. 
They provide that a man’s eftate, after his 
deceale, fhal be divided among all his child. 
ren, or near relations ; and this is an effectual 
tar to any fuch accumulation of eftates, ad 
would be dangerous to our fyftera of goverh- 
ment. But that geatleman’s argument goes 
to prove, that we thould make a law to take 
away the eftate of every wealthy mag, and 
divide it among thofe who poffeis a fmaller’ 


fhare of property. Again, he fays, if we 


fhould pais {uch an act ag this, that people 
would ftand upon their honour ; and that it* 
is honourable to fulfil comtgaéts. If this be 
fo, we ought not to make a Jaw which would 
juttify people in'aGting cifhonourably. Our 
baws relative to the collection of debts are 
mild. It allows thofe who owe, and are un- 
able to pay, to take the poor debtor's oath ; 
and upon his doing this, it frees him from 
imprifonment. Debtors apply to the general 
afiembly for ats of infolvency 3 and upon 
refigning up their property are liberated, 
This bill is glaringly unjuf in its principles. 
By the fecond claufe of it, a manavho lives 
yemote from his creditor, may tender him 
fome cumberfome articles, which he cannot 
receive ; and then the intereft is to ftop, ané 
the creditor is to be totally deprived of the 
ufe of his money. I: is faid the neighbour- 
ing ftates have made tendry laws, which are 
injurious to our Citizens. If other ftates have’ 
done injuftice to us, let us retaliate upon 
them, and reduce them to reafon. But fure- 
by their injurious condu€ cannot be a reafon 
why we fhould make laws to wrong each oth- 
er. The aifembly have a right to regulate 
future contraéts ; they. may fay that chips 
fhall be taken and received as money. But 
fuch an edi& would be abfurd, impolitick, 
and attended with ruinous confequences. It 
is neceiJary that mankind thould be urged to 
fulfil their contras. People now begin to 
be induflrious. ‘Tohinder them, to make a 
law which would take away the neceflity of 
modafiry, would be the moit ruinous policy 
which the legi lature could poflibly adopt. I 
am againf the bill. 

Mr. Fenn was for the Grft paragraph, which 
made ali kint: of property a tendry to extcu. 
tions. Hetaid, it was hard and drfcoureging 


fer acebtor who iad but litle property, to 


bé put to gaol, and incur expénce in thy 
way ; or elfé to have his property fold for one 
quarter of its value. He was againg that 
paragraph, which proWes that a tendry thal 
ftop intereft, as being unjuf®. He withed the 
paragraphs wight be tried feparately, 

Col. Wadfwerth. It is not neceffary for 
mé to go into the fubjeSt at large, after ¥, 
much has been faid yponit. Thongh I am 
againft this bill, T 4m willing’to hear why 
can’ be faid in its ‘favout. “ Mr.’ Welwn, 
whom I efteem for his integrity and 
fenfe, has fpoken in favour Of the bill. Be 
has jntfodated the Jewith ¢onftitntion ang 
laws; “which the jews’ themfelves © neve 
obfefved. “We have a conftitution 5 we fare 
a fyftem of laws which have ftood the te? ¢ 
ages. [tates tail, as the once food wit 
us, bore the neatef¥ refemblante to the Jew. 
ith Jaw, which has been mentioned, By 
there have been complaints againft thfe a. 
tiilments ; they were looked upoh as a frie. 
afhce, and are now done away.  Thefe lax 
which exempt people from paying theirdeiy 
are usjut. I know men who have fpent 
more time and ‘midnty in evading the & 
mands of thelr ¢reditors, than would har 
been fufficient to have paid them honefth, 
Who are the perfons that have been selicr! 
by infolvent aéts ? has this relief been can. 
fined to the honeft debtor ? or has it beenex 
ténded to thofé who have the pooreft chit 
to fuch favours ? I fhall not take up the ting 
of this houfe, in mentioning the inftan 
where the debtar, by ohs genéral citation, h 
been permitted to lug his creditor before 
affembly ; or has been heard ex parte with 
out due notice ; and has obtained provettial 
againft their demands. 1 cannot lift up 
hand for fuch meafures, unti! I am abfoled 
from the oath which I have taken, to do ju 
tice in the caufes which I hear. I knowal 
inftance of the iniquity of a tender law, itt 
neighbouring ftate. A man attached a hott 
for adebt of rsl. The horfe was appraitt 
at2gl. The debtor brought his adtioa 
recover the furplus, and the liorfe was 4 
praifed back to him at rcl. 1 am agaia 
this bill, as both unjuft and impofitick. 

Mr. Webb faid, that much depended up 
the contraét ; that the creditor trufted tt 
debtor upon the credit of his land, crops, at 
ftock ; which was an implied contrat 
he would take thefe in payment. 

Mr. Hopkins mentioned that, there 
defe&t in this bill 5 for where it enadts the, 
upon the debtor's rendering, &c. he Malls 
be fubjeét'to imprifonment, there thould } 
a long jafolvent a&, prefcri ving the mode 
delivering up all property , that an infolvem 
aét had been tried in this flate, and had be 
found to do mifchief. 

Mi. Chauncey. Much has been faidé 
and againft this bill. Its advocates with 
have it confidered candidly ; my with is ® 
fame ; J have no difpofidon to laugh it om 
of the houfe. The enguiry before us ! 
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whether joftice or g6od pelicy req@ire fuch a 
bill; if either of thefe make fuch a meafure 
requifite, Jam for the billy. But if, on the 
contrary, the principles of - ce and goud 
policy be againft the bill, 1] am againt it, 
and L hope all the Ay of this boufe will 
be too. I can think of no reafon for pafling 
it, unlefs juftice, good policy, or neceffity re 
quire it. Is this bill confittent with juftice ? 
‘Two parties make a contraét; they know 
their own Ripulations ; they ksew what the 
law is at the time.’ ‘One gives fo much pro- 
perty; they agree itis of fuch a value ; the 
receiver of the property promifés to pay the 
price agreed on ;. aod the Jaw fays, he thali 
fulfil his contra€t. In thele tranfactions the 
Jegiflature agree, thac they wil! enforce a per- 
formance. it is a part of the original com- 
pact of fociety 5 by which the fubject engages 
that he will obey the laws of the fupreme 
power; andthe fipréme power promifes 
the fubject proteftion for his perfon an 
property. Céntraéts between individuals are a 
{ptcies of property ; therefore the legiflacure 
are bound to protect it, by the fundamental 
jaws of fociety. The bill itfaif acknowledges 
the inputtise of altering comtracts ; for the 
reafon which it gives in the preample is, that 
the people are unable todo juftice. <A gen- 
tleman, whom J] efleem for his real worth, 
has introduced the Jews into this debate. 
But l with to kavé no concern with that 
ftubborn and ungrateful people. The prin- 
ciples of their goverment do not apply to 
eurs. Our conftitution is a democracy. 
Their conftitution was the mof@fovereign of 
any onearth. ‘They were ruled by the fov- 
efeign of the univerfe:; by him were their 
laws given 5 and yet they never kept sate 
laws.. But look into the civil law of the 
Jews ; they fay not a word of mercy; the 
whole {pirit of them is to enforce ftri¢t, rigid 
joftice. Their jubilee bears no refemo! ance 
to fuch a law aschis bill propofes. It was 
eftablithed for a reafon totally different. It 
was eftablifhed at firft ; it had no relation to 
paft tranfaétions. If we leave the Jews, and 
go to the hiftory of ancient and modern na- 
tions, we fhall find no inftance where the le- 
giflature have ventured to alter paft contracts. 
This bili would be fo far from being bene- 
ficial to the people, that it would be extreme- 
ly hurtful. It will neither free people from 
debt, nor make them rich. Li we would be 
rich, we muft encourage real riches, which 
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comhtt in the farples of commodities which 
we raife or manufatore, over and above our 
own confamption. Byt,this bill would dif- 
courege the increafe of fuch commodities ; 
it would take away the neceflity of induftry, 
and increafe idlencfs. 

Is there any neceffity for fuchalaw? The 
preamble of the bil! oi. that law fuits are 
increafing. I fay, thisisfalfe. I have prac- 
tifed in moft of the counties in the ftate ; I 
know, that law fuits are diminifhing ; and I 
hape they will continue to diminifh. There 
have been not much more than half fo many 
law fuits the year paft, as there were three 
years ago. Ati that we want now is to keep 
fteady.. But this bill would encreafe law 
— We ail know that continental mo- 
ney, and the old tender ad, increafed litig 
ticnin this Mate exceedingly. 

Col. Wad'worth. I would mention one 
thitig which ought to have weight in deciding 
All the States, but this and 
one other, have broken the treaty of peace. 
We have complied with the treaty thus far 5 
but this bill would be a direét infringement 
upon it. I fecond Mr. Buikney’s motion to 
have the yeas and nays taken. I fhall not 
be afhamed to fee my name appear in publick 
oppofed to his. 

Col. Hinmaz, mentioned the difficulty of 


thir eveFion. 


the debtor's making out an inventory of aif, 


his éfate, 23 an obje ftion againft the bill. 
Webb, f2id he was for the fpirit of 
foch a law; but was not for this bill. 

M:. Si/ltman enforced the argument, that 
this bill would infringe the treaty of peace ; 
and prevent the Britiih from fursendering the 
weitern forts. 

Mir. Gillet, faid that contradts ought to be 
performed ; that fiver and gold was not to 
be had; and when credi tors tee that the af- 
fermbly wil! rot make fuch a iaw, they will 
prefs more upon their debtors ; he was not 
pleafed with the bill, but withed fomething 

cht be done. 

Mr. Peter Bulkle 
back the bill. 

1. Burral obje@ed 5 he faid the houfe 
had fpent much time in the debate, and their 
fente ought to be taken. 

Phe queftion being put, whether the Houfe 
would do any thing on the fubdjeCt matter of 
the bill, the yeas and nays were as follows, 
Vize—— Yeas 22.—Nays 124,—-Majority 12. 


, moved for leave to take 
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the penitent citizen) and to extend the 
fame as far as may be-confiftent with 
the true mtereft of this Commonwealth, 
and the fecurity of hercitizensin future ; 
have, by a refolve of the thirteenth day 
of June inftant, made provifion for’ the 
raifing and fupporting a force, to defend 
the Commonwealth, againft all wicked 
and rebellious men; and have alfo with 
a very extentive clemency, by the fame 
refolve, provided, that ‘* each and every 
citizen of this Commonwealth, who 
have committed any weafons or mifpri- 
fions of treafon againf the fame, oes 
the firit day of June, A. D. 1786, be, 
and they thereby are indemnified for the 
fame, and for all felonies which had 
been perpetrated ct Aad of the faid citi- 
zens in the commiffions of treafons, and 
which are overt aéts of the fame ; and 
each and every citizen aforefaid, are 
thereby difeharged of all pains, penal- 
ties, difqualifications and difabilities of 
the law in fuch cafe made and provided :” 
Provided, That purfuant to the {aid re- 
folve, fuch of {aid offenders, who have 
not taken and fub(cribed the oath of al- 
legiance to this Commonwealth, fince 
the firft day of June, A. D. 1786, thall 
take and fubfcribe the faid oath, before 
any Juttice of the Peace within the Com- 
monwealth, on or before the twelfth day 
of September next ; excepting out of the 
fame indemnification, as well all fuch 
perfons as had been conviéted of fuch 
crimes by due courfe of law, as Daniel 
Shays, of Pelham, Gentleman, Luke Day, 
of Welt Springfieid, Gentlemen, both 
of the county of Hampthire, and Lieut- 
enant Colonel William Smith, of the 
fame county, Eli Parjous of Adams, 
Gentlemen, Perez Hamlin, of Lenox, 
Yeoman, Elijha Manning, of a place 
galled Eleven Thoufend Acres, Yeo- 
man, David Dunham, of Shetheld, 
Yeoman, Ebenezer Criitinden, of Sand- 
ishield, Yeoman, Jacob Fox, of Wath. 
ington, all within thescounty of Berk- 
fire, whofe crimes are fo attrocious, 
and whofe obftinacy fo great, as to ex- 
clude them from an offer of that indem- 
nification, which is extended to thofe who 
have been mifled, and are not fo fla- 
grantly guilty. 

I have thefefore, by and ‘with the ad- 








vice of Council, and at the requet of 
the General Court, thought fit to iffue 
this Proclamation, that the extention of 
mercy and indemnification cflered by 
the Lesidituit, may be fully known 
to thofe unhappy offenders who are the 
objects of it, and who have been deceiv- 
ed by wicked and defigning men, and 
to give them affurances of their indem- 
nification for all patt treafons, mifpri+ 
fions of treafon and felonies, and of be- 
ing again renewed to the arms of their 
country, and once saore enjoying the 
rights of free citizens of the Commun- 
wealth. 

As the lenient meafures taken by the 
General Court, coinciding with the wifh- 
es of all zood. men who love their coun 
try, and ardently with for the perfec 
rettoration of peace and tranquillity, 
cannot fail to convince the people of the 
whole State, that fhould the unhappy 
and deluded offenders, the fubjedis of 


{aid indemnity, again fparn at the cle-. 


mency of government, and continue 
their atrocious and traiterous exertions 
to overthrow the Commonwealth, the 
mott fpirited and decifive meafures muft 
be adopted: And I cannot but believe, 
that the good fenfe of my fellow citizens, 
the regard the people have for the Con- 
ftitution of civil government eftablithed 
by theméelves ; their knowled ze of their 
true intereft; the obvious neteflity of 
good government, and the unhappy and 
dittrefiing confequences of  fwpporting 
government by the fword, will unite ail 
ranks and orders of men, in the pur- 
fuit of peace, good order and due obedi-~ 
ence to the laws. 

And ull officers civil and military, who 
may be called upon in the daty of their 
offices to carry the refolve aforefaid, into 
execution, are hereby ftriétly enjoined 
to yield a ready and Pra | attention 
to the fame. 

GIVEN at the Council Chamber in Bof- 
ton, the fifteenth day of ‘fune, in the 
Year of our Lord, One thouland fe- 
ven hundred and eighty seven, and 
in the eleventh Year of the Indepen- 
dence of the United States of Americas 

JOHN HANCOCK, 
By His Excellency’s Command. 
JOHN AVERY, jun. Secry. 





omen. 9 Std TL Daten 
For the WORCESTER MAGAZINE. 


Mr. Epiror, 
BEG leave to xfk Mr. Tribunus what 
dilting&tions are to be made between 
publick and private contrats ? And 


whether the legifiature have not the fame 
authority to interfere in the one cafe as 
im the other, when the publick good re- 
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The folution of the above queftions, will 
give great fatisfaétion to the publick, 
and much oblige your humble fervant, 


neighbour will not have to whom the RETRIBUO. 
like fum is due from the government ? 
TE Ea ws 





For te WORCESTER MAGAZINE. 
DIRECTIONS for alleviating the MISERIES of People confined in PRISON, 
To the PUBLIC K. 


HE prifons are places, where people 


of all ranks, orders and degrees, 
are frequently confined :—The high 
and the low, the rich and the poor, the 
innocent and the guilty, all thare the 
fame fate—great care ought therefore to 
be taken, that the laws of humanity are 
prope lv exercifed in all cafes, when peo- 
ple ave juitly, or unjuitly impritoned :— 
Hence fuitable perfons ought to be au- 
thorifed, to mipect prifons, and enquire 
into the condition of. thofe under con- 
finement, in order to relieve their ne- 
ceffities. 

OF Jate I have been much pleafed, by 
reading an account of the inftitution of 
the Philadelphia society, for alleviating 
the miferies of publick prifons.—-This 
isa moft excellent inftitution, and ought 
to be imitated by every county ; not on- 
lyin Christendom, but through the whole 
world.——W hat afhame, and what a dil. 
grace it is, that fo little pains have been 
taken, to relieve thofe that have fuffered 
with bunger, cold and nakednefs, in the 
gloomy prifons. What innumerable 
multitudes have loft their lives, by be- 
ing negleéted, when they have been thut 
up in clofe dungeons, and noifome holes ; 
where, for the want of air and proper 
nourtfhment, they have languithed un- 
til ther lives have expired : And the de- 
ftruction has not epded here, for thou- 
jands that were not in confinement, have 
been murdered, through the pernicious 
practice of keeping people thus confin- 
ed ;—for, thereby epideimical diftempers 
have been generated ; which, like the pef- 
tilence that walteth at noon day, has cut 
down multitudes, that have lived in the 
vicinity of the places of confinement. In 
the mcan time, the perpetrators of thefe 
murders, have beea fuffered to efcape, 
with impunity. Jstit not a feandal to 
the chrittian religion, that fuch inha- 
manities fhould be praétieed in Chrif- 
tendom, when they are re pugnant to the 
laws of that holy religion which we pro- 
tefs, and have a direct tendency to pro- 
voke the Almighty, to pronounce that 
picadful fentence—-Depart from me, ye 


turfed, into everlafing frre, prepared for 
the Dewil and bis Angels :—For I was an 
hungred, and ye gave me no meat—1 was 
thirfly, and ye gave me nd drink—I was 
naked, and ye clothed me noteSick, and 
in prijon, and ye vifited me not. 

It 1s carwetily recoramended to all thofe 
that would efcape the judgment denounc- 
ed acain# the authors of the aforemen- 
tioncd abomination, that they eftablith 
a fociety, in every county, for the pur- 
pofe of alleviating the diftrefles of prifon- 
ers ; by providing for, and adminiftering 
to them, the neceffaries of life. 

Let the members of thofe focieties, de 
vefted with proper authority, to make 
fuitable enquiries into the conditions of 
thofe under confinement; in order to 
know, whether they are juttly or unjuf- 
ly confined—whether they have a fuita- 
ble air to breathe in—and whether they 
fuffey for the want of meat, drink, cloth- 
mg, wathing, lodging, or any other ne- 
ceffary. 

Great care ought to be taken, that 
prifons are conftru&ed in thefe forms 
that are moft convenient; and that they 
are ereéted in places where the circum- 
ambient air, is not impregnated with 
poifonous exhalations.—It is therefore 
improper to build them near to ftagnant 
waters, or vegetable poifons ; becaufe the 
efiuvia of the former, generates dan- 
gerous fevers, and of the latter, violent 
ipafms, cardialgick anxieties, conttric- 
tions and compreffions of the precordia, 
naufeas vomitings,fevers,inflammations, 
hard tumours, and cutaneous eruptions. 

Great care ought alfo to be taken, that 
prifons be kept clean + Hence they ought 
to be built over wholefome ftreams of 
running water; or where the tide ebbs 
and flows. 

When prifoners are in clofe confine- 
ment, they fhomld be kept clean ; and tq 
cleanfe and purify the air, a {mall fire 
ought to be kept in the warmeft of the 
weather. The fumes of vinegar, when 
it is burnt inan iron veflel, and the fmcke 
of tobacco, by reafon of their antifeptick 
virtues, are Of great utility, in prelery- 
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ing thofe that are confined, from the vid- 
ignce of putrid, malignant diforders, 
Ht-1s hoped that. the foregoing may 
kivea Suitable impreffion upon the minds 
of all thofe that may read it; and that 
they may fo conduét, that inftead of the 
dreadful fentence, that has been men- 
tioned, they may have that bleffed one 
pronounced—Cowte ye ble Jedbf my father, 


anherit the kingdom prepared for you, from. - 





the fr? foundation of the world :—For { 
was an bungred,and ye gave me meat 
Iwas thirfly, and ye gave me drink 
naked, ahd ye clothed me—fick and in pri« 
Jon, and ye vifitedime. - . 
From the publick’s mot obedient 
and mot humble fervant, 
PHILANTHROPOS. 
June 15th, 1787. 


Summary of late Intelligence. 
— 





AUG US T A, (Georgia) May 3. 
T a meeting of the Augufta diftria fo- 
ciety of the Cincinfati of the ftate of 
Georgia, held at Thomfon’s tavern, the 19th 
of April, 1737: 

Prefent—his Excellency the Governour, 
and feveral other members, 

. The bufinefs of the day being over, an ele- 
gant dinner was ferved up, after which, the 
following toafs were drank. 

1%, The militia of Maffachufetts, who 
fought the battic of Lexington. 

24. The United Srates, 

3d. Congrefs. 

ath.-His Excellency General Wathing- 
ton, our late illuftrious commander in chief, 

sth, The ftate of Georgia. 

6th. The immortal memory of thofe herces 
who fell in the caufe of American liberty. 

7th. His molt Chrittian Majeity. 

Sth. The immortal memory of General 
Greene, ] 

oth. General Lincoln, the fupporter of the 
civil authority of Maffachufetts. 

roth The Mafguis de la Fayette. 

rrth. The officers and foldiers of France, 
who ferved inthe late American war. 

12th. May liberty avd joftice be the cha- 
racierifticks of Americans. 

13th. May American commerce flourith, 
and may the fiag of the United States, be re- 
{pected in every part of the globe. 

We hear, that Doctor White, fuperin- 
tendant of Indian affairs for the fouthern dif- 
trict, who returned from the Creck nation, 
on Saturday laft, has appealed the minds of 
the Indians for the.prefent. 

ALEXANDRIA, (Virginia) May 31. 

In acaufe lately tried in the Supreme Court 
of Pennfylyania, as the counfel wete pointing 
out the boundaries of the land in queftion 
upon amap, one faid ‘* we lie on this fide,”’ 
** and we (replied the other) lie on this fide.” 
** If you die on both fides (exclaimed a jury- 
man) what are we to believe ?” 

BALTIMORE, June 8. 

A late Letter from London, mentions, that 
Dr. Warfon, Bithop of Landaff, obferved in 
the Hovfe of Lords, in regard to the flave 
trade, that it was a branch of commerce, too 
fhocking and caermous to bear any comment 





in that houfe.—The fame writer adds, that 
the fubje& of the flave trade, had lately «x. 
cited the earneit attention of the Britith le- 
giflatere, both Lords and Commons; ‘that 
ot the latter, feveral of them have had meet- 
ings for the purpofe of confidering the >be 

cthod of removing or corre€ting the evil. 

NEW YOR K, June rz 

Tuefday evening lafithe Coroner's nquet 
fat on the body of Andrew Gribpel!, a conp- 
er by trade, who was found hanging in bis 
wotk fhop, but how long was not exactly 
known, as he had not been {een fince the Fri- 
day before. He had taken pains, wich an 
iron wedge, t> raife the floor board from the 
upper beam, in the centre of the fhop, that he 
might pafs the cord over it, which he did by 
cafting a2 loop on it, to prevent the pofiibili- 
ty of its flipping. From what evidence 
could be colieGed refpedting him, it ap-) 
pears that he was prompted to the perpetra-. 
tion of that moft attrocious of crigetee 
SUICIDE—from the fearful forebodings of 
a guilty confciente; having about four or 
five weeks ago fied from the State of Penn- 
{ylvania, where he had feduced a young wo- 
man, whom he left pregnant; and feemed to 
be urder the greatet apprehenfions of che 
confequences of his perfidy. Before he 
committed the horrid deed, he wrote, on the 
tali of a detk, with chalky thefe words, ** The 
Lord gave, and the Lord hath teken away; 
blefled be the name of the Lord.) Alas! 
poor wretch, to endeavour to fanétion tay 
high handed offence again® the Majefty of 
Heaven, by an application of facred ferip- 
ture to thy impious aét, as erroncoufly af 
that of Satan's, the enemy of all righteouf- 
nefs, who tempted Chrift himfelf toa fimilar 
a€t, by defiring himi to caff bimfe/f dows 
from the pinnacle of the Temple—for the Lord 


bad given charge, @c.——The Jury brought 
, 


in their verdi& felf murder. 
Extra&t of a letter from Mercer County, is 
the diftriGt of Kentucky dated Feb. 24, 1787. 
‘<The Indians have been very trouble- 
fome on the frontiers of Kentucky, many of 
the out fettlers are moving in very fat. A 
few days paft a company of militia turned 
out after them, killed feven, and wounded 
four Or five, without the lofs of a fingle man.”** 
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It is with pleafure we inform the publick, 
thaton Monday lait, the Honourdble Will- 
jam S. Johafon, Efq; L. L. D. Delegate 
from the ftate of Connecticut to Congrefs, 
and to the Convention now fitting in Phila- 
delphia, was uaanimoufly elected Prefident 
of Columbia College, by the Truftees of that 
feminary. 

From aLondon paper of the 3d of April, 
it appears, that after many learned debates in 
the Britith Houfe of Commons, upon the 
fubjeét of Warren Hajttings’ conduét in the 
Wet Indies, a majority of 111 againf 64, 
refolved for the impeachment of the faid 
Warren Hattings, for high crimes and mii- 
demeanours. 

In the Irith Houfe of Commons, on the 
26th of February, Mr. Arthur Wolfe declar- 
ed, that papers were found in pofleffion of 
fome of the Right Boys, of a very alarming 
tendency, and that so0o of them, marched 
through the country with Thirteen Ameri- 
can Stripes on their ftandard, the intention of 
which, he faid, need not be explained to the 
Members of the Houfe. 

We hear that the commiffioners appointed 
by the Hon. the legiflature of Georgia, to 
fettle the boundaries between that ftate, and 
the ftateof South Carolina, have adjufted ev- 
ery point relative thereto, by a convention, 
which was concluded the 28th of April, at 
Beaufort, in South Carolina. The outlines 
of this important bufinefs, it is faid, are 
that the moft.northern branch or ftream, of 
the river Savannah, from the fea to the fork, 
or confluence of the rivers Tugoloo, and Keo- 
wee, and from thence, the moft northern 
ftream of the main branch of Savannah river, 
now called Tugoloo, until it interfeéts the 
northern boundary line of South Carolina, is 
declared to be hereafter the boundary line be- 
tween Georgia and South Carolina, leaving 
all that is South and Weft of it, as far as 
Eaft and Weft Florida, and the Miflifippi, to 
the ftate of Georgia ; and that the uninter- 
rupted navigation of che main ftream of that 
river, from its fource, to the Weit end of 
Hutchinfon’s ifland, and from thence, along 
the north fide of faid ifland, and Cockfpur 
ifland, to the fea, is to be the common right 
of the citizens of both ftates; leaving the 


ftreams South of that defeription, to be the 


exclufive right of Georgia. 

It is faid that the grand borfe furniture, of 
the well remembered Prince of Parma (which 
he left im the Netherlands) is now in this 
eity; and that it is in high prefervation, con- 
fidering the length of time it has been kept. 
‘The Prince of Orange, it ic faid, wished for 
it, but could not obtain the favour. 

A melancholy accident happened on the 
4d inftant, at the houfe of Major William 
Ballard, who lately removed from Am-(bu- 
ry, inthe State of Maffachufetts, to Warner, 
in the'Stare of New Hampithire.—A little 
girl, daughter to Major Ballard, who, with 
other children, was left at home, while the 
teit of the family went te attend divine fer. 
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vice, it is fuppofed, carried 9 coal of fire into 
a chamber, where there were fome thevings, 
which taking fire, foon.communicated the 
flames to the whole houfe, which was new 
and almoft finifhed ; but that, together with 
the unhappy girl, was foon confumed. Mrs. 
Ballard perceived the fames from the Meet- 
ing houfe, which was about a mile diftant, 
and got home as fpeedily as poffible ; bur 
alas ! too late to afford any aflittance, or fave 
even the fmalle% article—the arrived only 
foon enough to behold fome remains of the 
head and arms of her only daughter, which 
the fire had feparated from her body, and 
had juft fallen through the floor. The dif- 
trefled parents had buried an elder fifter to 
the deceafed, but a few days before, who died 
while her father was abfent, on bufinefs in 
Amefbury, whither he had returned again 
but the cay before a meffenger wai fent with 
the above difmal tidings. 
NEWHAVEN, Jure 14. 

The legiflature on Friday ended their May 
feffion. We congratulate our fellow citizens 
on that fpiit of candour and undnimity 
which has fignalized the-houfe of reprefenta- 
tives. No épirit of faction or party has ap- 
peared. 

NORWICH, June ra.” 

Laft week, a mare belonging to Mr. Ze~ 
belon Edgerton, of Franklin, folded, and 
brought forth two fine mule colts, they are 
now both alive, and thriving. 

PORTSMOUTH, June o. 

A gentleman who arrived here on Sunday 
lat, in nine days from Quebeck, informs, 
that Lord Dorchefter is ufing every effort, to 
have the militiaof Canada weil regulated, and 
under proper difcipline. All the male in- 
habitants, from 16 to 60 years, are enrolled 
as militia men ; out of whom, are to be fe- 
jected, all the able bodied unmarried men, 
from 13 years to 45, who are to be embodied 
as occafion may require, for the fecurity of 
the frontiers, and to be in readinefs to march, 
in four days from the time of notice being 
given——that the frontier pofts have been 
firengthened by an additional regiment— 
that five regiments were daily expeéted to ar- 
rive at Quebeck, three from Ireland, and two 
from Portfmouth, in England—that the Bric- 
ith were preparing to equip, and fit out thei 
fhipping upon the Lakes; one of which (a 
thip of confiderable force) was a€tually fitted 
out—that the admini(tration of Lord Dor. 
chefter, was very pleafing to all ranks and or- 
ders of the citizens of that province ; the in- 
habitants of which, have lately been favour- 
ed with that incitimable privilege, the right 
of trial by jury ; a bieffing which they have 
béen deprived of, ever fince they became a 
province to Britain. 

The above gentleman confirms the ac- 
count of Shays’ having vifited Montreal, but 
received no encouragement.—After Carrying 
a Short time there, he cecamped, and it was 
reported (not without foundation) that he 
carsied off a quantity uf powder with him. 








166 


BOSTON, Jene2:. 

Several vacancies having taken place in 
the Council (occafioned by refignations) and 
thofe vacancies being now filled up, the Ho- 
mourable Council for advifing the Governour 
in the exccutive part of Government for the 

car eniuing, ftands thus—Hon. Nathan 
Cithin > Jonathan Greenleaf, Edward@ utts, 

ames Sullivan, Oliver Phelps, Ifreal Hutch- 
infon, John Frott, Thomas Dawes, and Pe- 
ter Pennimaa, Eiyuires. 


On Tuefday iat, his Excellency the Govern- 
our fent the following meffage to the two 
Branches of the General Court, viz. 

Gentlemen of the Senate, and 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Reprefentatives, 
BY your refolution of the 13th inft. you 
have extended the clemency of government 
to all the unhappy ard deluded people who 
have been concerned in the late iniurrections, 
excepting nine of the principal icaders. ‘This 
act of benignity and mercy, I conceive can- 
not fail to induce thefe unhappy men to re- 
turn to the opea arms of their country, and 
again to enjoy the bleffings of a free govern- 
ment ; bat theuld theit defufion and intatu- 
ation be fill continued, thali the honett and 
loyal part of the community be burthened 
with taxes for fupporting a force to defend 
the State againf a few citizens who depart 
from the original compact, and refufe to be 
governed by a majority of the Reprefenta- 
tives annually elected by the people ? Surely 
no man who loves the peace and tranquillity 
of the government, will fuppofe that the whole 
force of the Commonwealth, if necefiary, 
fhould not be exerted to reduce fuch of them 
as thall hereafter continue unreciaimed ! 
But you are fenfible, gentlemen, that, by 
the conftitution, itisout of my power as Go- 
vernour, to traniport any of the inhabitants 


of the Commonwealth, or oblige them to. 


amarch out of the limits of the iame, with- 
out their free and voluntary confent, or the 
confentof the General Court ; and therefore 
fhould a very fmal! force be continued to an- 
noy the State without thelimits of the fame, 
1 cannot marqh the forces you have ordered 
to oppofe them, unlefs you make fome pro- 
vifion for the fame. 

Befides this, thould a number of men, who 
have relinquithed their conneétion with all 

overnment, be fuffered to collet on the 

orders ofthis State, their accuniulation of 
force from theives, debtors and other fugi- 
tives, would very foon tender them troubic- 
tome, if not formidable to other Srates, as 
well as this. 

You willalfo pleafe to confider the diffi- 
culty of marching troops into another fove- 
feign State, without the confént of the 20- 
vernment there, and that this may render it 
neeeflary to treat with fome of the other 
States on that fubject. 

As the effe@ of your aft of indemnity can- 
not be foon fully known, and as the cin- 
zens of the State may be endangzred by new 
hottilities, before the next meeting of the Ge- 
nera!l Court, | think it my duty to fuggelt 
chefe ideas, that you may pay them fach ate 
tention as you may think they deferwe. 

The obje& of my meatures fhall he to re- 
Rtore peace and good orderto the Common- 
wealth, aad I canact doubt of your counzw- 


nance and fupport im every meafute which 
you may think is pointed to that great and 
defirable end. OHN HANCOCK, 
Council Chamber, Fune 19, 1737- 

obn Feffendon and Fofepb Stone, Efquires 
wk on Toctaay na ee the two Hovies 
chofen Senators for the county of Worcetter, 
in the room of Samuel Curtis and Jonathan 
Grout, Efquires. 

His Excellency the Commander in Chief 
has been pleafed to appoint Col. Andrew 
Symmes, Col. Thomas Cujbing, jun. Col. 
William Donnifon, and Col. William Turner, 
to be his Excellency’s Aids de camp. 

June 25.—A corre{pondent having favour- 
ed us with acopy of the warrant of the re 
prieve, iffued in favour of Peter Wilcox and 
Nathaniel Auftin, we here give it to our 
readers. A fimilar one hath been iffued in 
favour of Henry McCullock, Jafon Parmi- 
ter, and Henry Gale. 

Commonwea ctu of MAssacavuseTTs. 
To CALEB HYDE, Ejq; Skeriff of the 
County of Berkfbire. Greeting. 
»>——~ WHEREAS Peter Wilcox, and 
(t. S. ) Nathaniel Auftin, were, at our Su- 

preme Judicial Court, held at Great 
Barrington, in and for our faid 
County of Berkshire, the third Tuefday of 
March, in the year of our Lord feventeen 
hundred and eighty feven, in purfuance of 
an aét of the General Court, made and paffed. 
in February laft patt, convicted of Treafon ; 
and thereupon the faid Peser Wilcox and 
Nathaniel Auftin, were, by the Juftices of 
our faid Supreme Judicial Court, adjudged 
to fuffer the pains of death ; and a warrant 
having thereupon iiTued to the Sheriff of our 
faid county of Berkthire, to put the fame 
fentence into execution, uson Thurfday the 
twenty firft day of Juneinitant. And where- 
as the General Court have by their Relolve 
of the 13th inftant, made ample provifion for 
fupporting and defending the Commonwealth ; 
and at the fame time extended fuch mercy 
and clemency to the unhappy and deluded 
men, who have (under certain leaders except- 
ed in faid indemnity) diftreffed the ftate by 
the late unhappy commotions, as will probs- 
bly induce them to ceafe their oppofition to 
the ju government of this Commonwealth, 
and return to the duty of their allegiance, 


ad 


whereby peace and tranquillity may be reftor- 


ed to the citizens of this State ; and fome 
further time being necetiary as well to difeo- 
ver whether the lenient meafures above mene 
tioned will have the happy conieguences 
which they are intended to procure, as to 
determine, whether fpirited, deci@ve, and 
forceable mealures will be necefary to fup- 
port the government, aad to protect the citi- 
zens in that fecurity they are entitled to have 
under the Conkitution, “We therefore, by 
and with che advice of Council, of our {pee 
cial grace and favour, do hereby direct and 
command you, to fufpend aed delay the fea- 
tence atorefaid, until Thurfday, the fecond 
day of Augut next. And hereby require 
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you, then, between the hours of twelve and 
three of the clock, in the day time, to put 
the faid fentence of death in execution againft 
them, and caufe them to be hanged up by 
the neck, until they be dead, as direéted in 
faid warrant. 

In teftimony whereof, we have caufed our 
publick feal to be hereunto affixed.  Witnefs 
JOHN HANCOCK, Efg; our Governour 
and Commander in Chief, at Bofton, this 
16th day of June, in the year of our Lord one 
thoufand feven hundred and eighty feven, 
and in > eleventh year of the independence 
of the Waited States of America, 

Our prefent difinterefted and patriotick 
Governour (Hancock) has, by a mefiage to 
the Hon. Legiflature, voluntarily retinquith- 
ed Three Hundred Pounds of his falary as 
Commander in Chief. 

We are happy in communicating to the 
publick the pleafing intelligence, that on Sa~ 
turday laft a motion was made in the Houfe 
of Reprefentatives for an emiffion of Paper 
Money, and after a fhort debate, the idea of 
fo fraudulent a currency, ftruck the houfe 
with fuch abhorrence, that the motion was 
rejected by a majority of 46. (197 voting.) 

Had the Supreme Executive of the tate, 
fuffered the convidts to be executed under a 
death warrant iffued and refpited, by the late 
adminiftration, they might have been charg- 
ed with an act of revenge, which would have 
been faid to enrage the difaffeéted fo much, 
that the lenient meafures adopted by the Ge- 
nerai Court, would have been fraftrate?, and 
war might have been again kindled, more e/- 
pecially as nearly all the men whe bad fupport- 
ed government in the weftern counties, bave 
become petitioners in their faveur. Had they 
been patdoted, then a charge of pufillanim- 
ity and irréfolution, of party fpirit and tim- 
idity, would have been mace ; therefore, a 
reprieve, as granted, fhews that government 
had force fufficient to execute them, becaufe 
they were carried to the place of execution 
before the reprieve was communicated. At 
the fame time, it exhibits in the executive, 
the dame fpirit as appears in the legiflature— 
a determination to fpare, if it can be done 
with fafety to the publick ; but fhould the 
injurgents continue their oppofition, and a- 
giin commit aéts of violent treafon, the pri- 
foners being reprieved under the gallows, can 
be nb bar to an execution, which the exiftence 
ot the commonwealth may ia a great mea- 
ture depend upon. 

Yetterday a bill was read three times, and 
paiied to be’engroffed in the Hon. Hovfe of 
Reprefentatives, for continuing until the firft 
of January next, the Tender A&t (fo called) 
paiied by the General Court laft year, and 
which expires Tn July next. The bill pafled 
by a majority of 141 to 3a. In the Senate, 
the repost of the Committee of a bill for the 
above purpofe was read and mot accepted. 

The Commitee, raifed by the Hon, Houfe 
of Reprefentatives, to fix on a fuitable place 
tm-the country, as the feat of government, 
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yefterday reported to the Houfe in favour of 
Concord, in the county of Middlefex. 

A gentleman, who arrived in town yeiter« 
day trom the county of Berkflire, informs, 
that a few days fince, a party of infergents 
entered the. houfe of a Deputy Sheriff in 
Pissfield, in that county, and deftroyed all 
the writs, executions, and other legal papers 
they conld lay their hands on. 





™OR CE BT EZ R. 

On Thurfday, lat week, Henry Gale, the 
prifoner in gaol in this town, under fentence 
of Death for Treafon, was carried to a gal- 
lows ereéted on the Common, and there re- 
prieved to the fecond day of Augutt next. 
‘The warrant for reprieving Gale, was fimi- 
lar to that for reprieving Wilcox, dc. infert- 
ed in page 166 of this Magazine. On the 
fame day Jafon Parmiter, and Henry McCual- 
lock, prifoners in the gaol at Northampton, 
and likewile under fentence of death for the 
like crime, were alfo reprieved at the place of 
execution, until the faid fecond day of Au- 
gut. The High Sheriff for the county of 
Berk fhire, we are told, had received a reprieve 
for Wiicox and Auftin, whofe execution was 
appointed on the fame day for the fame 
crime, but they, a few nights before, made 
their efcape from the gaol in Great Barring- 
ton, as mentioned in our lait. ‘The time 
appointed for the execution of Shattuck is 
Thurfday this week. 

It is hoped the lenient meaferes adopted 
by government will have the happy tendency 
of reftoring the tranquillity of this Common- 
wealth ; but fhould they fail, it is faic thofe 
of a different complexion will be purfued. 

We hear the divifion in the Senate for cons 
tinuing the Tender AG was 13 for, and 14 
againft it. 

t the time of the paffing the late Stamp 
AG, by our legiflature, fxteen newlpapers 
were publithed in this Commonwealth ; fince 
then, and the paffing the prefent att laying a 
Duty on Advertifements as a tubititute tor 
the Stamp AG, cigés of thofe newfpapers have 
droop’d and died ! a nirth was difcontinued 
for feveral months, but was revived again by 
a hope that the a€t would have been {peedily 
repealed. In the room of thofe newipapers 
thus difcontinued, seoe only have arifen, one 
in a neighbouring, and one in a diftant coun- 
ty, the former in a place where no new{fpaper 
was before publifhed. And at this time only 
ten newfpapers are publithed in this Siate. 
The Continental Journal, publifhed in Bul- 
ton, was laf week difcontinued. 

We hear from Sterling, that on Monday 
the 18th infiant, the people of that towms 
killed 3087 birds of prey. 

DIED. }]—At the Rev. Mr. Whitoey's in 
Shirley, Mr. James Sullivan, jun. aged 19. 
-—-Deacon Timothy Auftin, lace of Charlef- 
town, aged 69.—-At Newbury Port, Capt. 
Nicholas Tracy, aged 61.—At Salem, Mis. 
Ruth Ward, aged 74.— At Ruehmon i, Vir- 
ginia, Mr. Joha Hunter Holt, Pups. 
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EL!) A‘H D.1-X, 


Has juft received, in the laft Vefiels from Lon pon, and opened for Sale, exceeding Cheap, 


ft bis VARIETY STORE, in WORCESTER, 


A Freth, Large, and General Adortment 


Of DRUGS and MEDICINES. 


Alfo, a neat Affortment of HOSTERY, fuitable for the feafon, Phyfical Authors, Sur. 
geon’s Inftruments of various kinds, Painter's Colours and Oils, &c, 


He bas alfo fr SAL B, 






















IL Virriol, — Cloves, Nutmegs, 
Aqua Fortis, | Pepper, Allfpice, 
Ground Redwood, « Ginger, Loaf and Brown Sugars, 


Prefs Pagers, Clothier’s Cards, Wet India and New England Rum, 


Indigo, Orter, Brandy, — aes 
Madder, Fultick, Wines of various kinds, 
Redwood and Logwood, Watch Chains and Seals per dozen. 
Copperas, &c. Alfo, Dial Plates, &c. g P] 
Figs, Raifins, Cinnamon, Neat Beams with Copper Scales. Alfo, 
. ‘ SAIAH 1 
An Affortment of Shop Furniture for Apothecaries, Papers it 
. With other Articles too many te enumerate. hg hv 
Cath, Pot and Pearl Ath, Bees-Wax, and Flax-Seed, will ys ses 


be received in payment. 
As faid DIX imports his Articles from the firft Medicinal * 
Warehoufes in England, Gentlemen Practitioners, Apothecaries, and others, may always reateft atter 
depend upon being fupplied with the very bett articles in the Medicinal way, in large or 0 the Bricifl 
fmall quantities, on the beft terms, as well by letter as if prefent. 
Punctual attendance given at faid Store, and all favours 
gratefully acknowledged. 


Worcefer, Now. 7b, 1736. 


ESERTED ‘from my Company, on the night of the (F 
r8th init. the following defcribed Soldiers, viz. L 
ABNER RICHARDSON, 23 years of age, 6 feet 
high, his complexion, eyes and hair dark, marked with a hair mOle on his right 
cheek, late rendent in Welton. 5 


AMOS READ, 23 years old, complexion, eyes and hair 9 Js which tt 








ji 7 sce'at reh eS aa ' ; of 3 
ight, his lalt place of refGidence was Stockbridge. ; . * t likev 
ELIAS WHEELER, 1% years old, § feeg $ inches high, ants, de 





light complexion, grey eyes, and browa hair, has loit the fore finger of the mght- 
hand, late refident in Springfield. ‘ 
JAMES CUTTER, 19 years old, 5 feet 6 inches high} 
complexion, eyes and hair dark, a Shoemaker, his lait place of tefidence was Little 
Cambridge. ; 
PRESTON LOVEJOY, 19 years old, 5 feet 6 inches 
high, complexion and eyes dark, and black hair, his latt refidence in Andover. 
JOHN SCUDDER, 27 years old, 5 feet 8 inches high, 
complexion and eyes dark, and black bair, has a {car oa his upper lip, dora in ihe for fix 
Rhode Ifland, and lately refided in the town of Amefbury, in Maffachufetts. : © 
WILLIAM TRAIN, aged 20 years, 5 feet 6 inches high, 
light complexion, grey eyes, and brown hair, late refident in the town of Adams 
im the county of Berkthire. . 
The above named men are all natives of the country. Ido hereby offer a reward 
ef FIVE DOLLARS to any perfon whowill take tp and fecure either of the a ied 
bove deferters, in any gaol of this Commonwealth, and give me information a : 
Springfield. The above men deferted with their uniforms complete, confilting of Ho 
a blue coat with red facings,and white overalls and veits. 


June.19th, 1787. HENRY BURBECK, Capt. Fedeval Artillery, 
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